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Certain observations on the international application 



II 


□ 


III 


El 


IV 


□ 


V 


El 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

25 September 2000 (25.09.00) 


Date of completion of this report 

17 May 2001 (17.05.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/00962 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1"8 

pages 

pages 



. as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



El 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



2-4 J- 11 



, as originally filed 

. as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



1,5,6 



filed with the letter of 



15 March 2001 (15.03.2001) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/7-7/7 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language „ which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| 1 the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| [ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

1 | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

4. 1 | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages 

1 | the claims, Nos. 

1 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



I. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

| 1 the entire international application. 

claims Nos. 9 

because: 



□ 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos 

relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



^ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. , 



are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box III. 1 . 



the claims, or said claims Nos. 



by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed, 
| | no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



. are so inadequately supported 



2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

[ | the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

| | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: III. 1 . 



The description in Claim 9 refers back to Claim 6, 
but the expression "...or VTR tape speed information' 7 was 
deleted from Claim 6 in the amendment submitted 15 March 
2001. As a result, there is no expression in Claim 6 
corresponding to the "aforementioned tape speed 
information" described in Claim 9, leaving Claim 9 
unclear . 
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International application No. 
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PCT/JP 00/00962 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 4, 6, 7, 10, 11 





Claims 


1-3, 5, 8 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


7, 10 


YES 




Claims 


1-6, 8, 11 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-8, 10, 11 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1 to 3, 5, and 8 are not novel in the light 
of Document 1 cited in the international search report 
(JP, 56-98764, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., 
Ltd.), 8 August 1981 (08.08.81), entire text, Fig. 3, 4). 
Document 1 discloses a playback device which controls 
audio signal output switchover such that a digital audio 
playback signal is output during normal playback 
conditions, while an analog audio playback signal is 
output when tape speed is faster than during playback, 
such as during fast-forwarding. 

In addition, features such as use of a microcomputer 
or other circuit means to control a VTR or other playback 
device, or obtaining tape speed data for a VTR or other 
playback device from a time code or servo control means 
are standard practice in the art. 



Claim 4 does not involve an inventive step in the 
light of the aforementioned Document 1 and Document 2 
cited in the international search report (CD-ROM of the 
specification and drawings annexed to the written 
application of Japanese Utility Model Application No. 
67160/1991 (Laid-open No. 15162/1993) (Funai Electric R&D 
Co., Ltd.), 26 February 1993 (26.02.93), entire text, Fig. 
I) . 
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Document 2 discloses a signal processing device 
which, when switching between a digital signal and an 
analog signal, mixes both signals and continuously and 
sequentially alters the signal mix ratio to perform the 
switchover . 

In addition, a person skilled in the art could 
easily conceive of combining the features disclosed in 
each of the aforementioned Documents 1 and 2, which belong 
to the same technical field. 

Claims 6 and 11 do not involve an inventive step in 
the light of the aforementioned Document 1, and Document 3 
(JP, 54-83410, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., 
Ltd.), 3 July 1979 (03.07.79), entire text, Fig. 1, 2) and 
Document 4 (JP, 62-88101, A (Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., Ltd.), 22 April 1987 (22.04.87), entire 
text, Fig. 1) cited in the international search report. 

Document 3 and Document 4 disclose a VTR which 
switches between a digital audio playback signal and an 
analog audio playback signal in response to an error in 
the digital audio playback signal data. 

In addition, a person skilled in the art could 
easily conceive of combining the features disclosed in 
each of the aforementioned Documents 1, 3, and 4, all of 
which belong to the same technical field. Furthermore, the 
use of synchronizing pattern codes (SYNC) , which are 
inserted so as to correspond to frames, or error flags in 
order to detect errors during playback is standard 
practice in the art. 

None of the documents cited in the international 
search report disclose or suggest features wherein a delay 
circuit, which delays an analog audio signal, is provided 
between an analog audio signal playback means and an audio 
output switchover means, or wherein the length of the 
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delay circuit delay time is controlled using VTR tape 
speed data. 
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NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 


To: 

IWAHASHI, Fumio 
Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co., Ltd. 

1006, Oaza Kadoma 
Kadoma-shi 
Osaka 571-8501 

IAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
31 August 2000 (31.08.00) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P22175-P0 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/00962 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 February 2000(21.02.00) V 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

25 February 1999 (25.02.99) 


Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. et al 



1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

KR,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 
CN,EP,JP 



The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application {Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
31 August 2000 (31. 08.00) under No. WO 00/51120 . 



REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2){a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 
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P^^KIT COOPERATION TREA 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instru ctions, Se ction 411) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
02 May 2000 (02.05.00) 



To: 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P22175-P0 

International application No. 
PCT/JP00/00962 



International publication date (day/month/year) 

Not yet published 



IWAHASHI, Fumio 
Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co., Ltd. 

1006, Oaza Kadoma 
Kadoma-shi 
Osaka 571-8501 
JAPON 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 February 2000 (21.02.00) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 

25 February 1999 (25.02.99) 



3. 



4. 



The applicant is hereby notified of the date of-eipt (except wh^ ^ 
International Bureau of the priority document!*) re latmg to "^^'^i' ^ rignt -hand column, the priority 
^^^^^^ ^ZZ2£S&™ * 'compliance with Kule ,7.1 W or <b>. 
This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission ortransmitta. of prior* document, 

An asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt in ^^.^^ ^^T^^on 
or transmitted to the Internationa. Bureau but . rjo ^^^^Z^'iSc^ may disregard the priority claim 

within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

s*rfflKr«J^sss- °— 

circumstances. 



Priority date Priority application No. 

25 Febr 1999 (25.02.99) 1 1/47614 



Country o r regional Office 
or PCT r ^ftiyina Office 

JP 



na^e nf receipt 
priority document 

07 Apri 2000 (07.04.00) 
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